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Economic relations between the western state of Tripoli and the kingdoms
of central Sudan during the nineteenth century AD
Prof. Dr. Salam Muhammad Ali Hamza Al-Asadi
Department of History - College of Education - Al-Qadisiyah University
Conclusion

The state of Tripoli in the West is considered very important in the eyes of
Europeans, as it is the oldest gateway through which Africa’s wealth flows to
Europe from Borno, Lake Chad, Ouaddai, Tibesti, Timbuktu, and Darfur, that is,
from all the countries of centra Sudan. The decisions of the Vienna Conference
in 1815 contributed to spreading the spirit of peace in the European arenaand had
apositive impact on the prosperity of trade with the kingdoms of central Sudanin
sub-Saharan Africathrough the state of Tripoli in the west. And the introduction
to these four kingdoms, which are “Kanem-Borno, Sokoto, Wadai, and Bagirmi.”
The factors contributed to the development of economic relations between it and
the western state of Tripoli, including geographical, political, colonial, religious
and social factors. An explanation of the most important routes taken by
commercial caravans between the western state of Tripoli and the kingdoms of
central Sudan, including the central Sudan road, the CyrenaicaWadai road, and
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the Tripoli-Borno road. The kingdoms of centra Sudan consume commercial
goods that come into the state and that originate outside the state, which are
expressed as “sea goods.” “The state was a warehouse for European products, and
itwasaninitial stop for these goods before they were exported to the center of the
continent. These goods were imported from the European countries, namely
Britain, Italy, France, Malta, Austria, Bulgaria, Germany, and Sweden, in addition
to the Ottoman Empire. At the forefront of these goods were fabrics of all kinds,
copper, sulfur, and glass products.” Hardware in various forms, such as beads,
soap, coffee, tea, needles, combs, coral, and firearms. The most important
commercial goods imported from the kingdoms of central Sudan to the western
state of Tripoli are “ostrich feathers, elephant ivory, white and black slaves,
grains, butter, and gold.

K eywords. economic, Tripoli, Sudan
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Theroleof the family in developing sustainable innovation children
Summary

The family environment is the first line of innovation for children , and any
innovative renaissance must be paralleled by the awareness of parents in raising
an innovative generation capable of making a difference in society, so this
becomes a behavior and a way of life and a source of well-being, economic
recovery, and sustainable development. Exploring the sources of innovation in
children lies through creating... The appropriate and motivating creative climate
to start from the family as the first nucleus of society and the true inspiration for
children’s innovation as it is an unconventional lifestyle and considering children
as an important and essential part in the progress of the state. The family is an
essential incubator for innovative children as it is the place where the child
develops his thinking methods and trends through his interaction with the
elements. surrounding and directing this interaction towards intellectual growth
and paying attention to instilling sound intellectual doctrine that focuses on
logical thinking and the issue of unleashing the latent creative energies of
children, which must be invested in a way that achieves success and creative
.Interaction in sustaining thought and employing it in exploring the better future

Keywords: family environment, innovation, innovative children, creative energy
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The effect of using the five-year learning cour se strategy in learning the
skill of jumping on thetechnical gymnastics jumping device for students
Prof. Rana Abdul Sattar Jassim Ali Muhammad Ali KhMays
basicsport_gph_38@uodiyala.edu.iq
Department of Physical Education and Sports Sciences/ College of Basic Education /
University of Diyala

Research Summary

The current study aimed to identify the impact of the five-year learning cycle
strategy in learning to jump on the artistic gymnastic jumping device for students,
and it is considered a strategy of modern teaching methods asit is called the five-
year learning cycle (5E's) is a teaching strategy based on active interaction
between the teacher and the learner, consisting of five stages in which the learner
exercises a positive role inDuring educational situations, where learners have the
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opportunity to investigate, practice and discover, as a result of the educationa
activities and situations they do, with the am of developing their scientific and
practical skills, and this is done through five stages. busyness, exploration,
interpretation, expansion, evaluation, and the game of gymnasticsis characterized
by the multiplicity of its devices and the difficulty of its movements on the
devices, so interest in studying the methods and means of learning in practicing
these activities has increased.Sports and its effectiveness, starting with the
different learning methods and addressing the obstacles that hinder the
educational process for the various gymnastics lessons, which helps students to
overcome obstacles and determine the optimal, best and fastest way to learn the
basic skills of that game, most students suffer from difficulty in learning skillsin
gymnastics because it is one of the games that must be practiced since childhood,
SO0 we see most students struggling to learn skills.Two researchers that thisis a
problem and solutions must be found to it through the creation of a strategy and a
modern cooperative method that facilitates the process of working skills,
represented by the research community students of the second stage / University
of Diyala/ College of Physical Education and Sports Sciences was conducted
exploratory experiment and the application of tests concerned with the research,
and then the researchers applied the educational units for a period of (8) weeks
and by (1) one unit per week, and after obtaining the results, the researchers
processed them by using the statistical bag spss and after analyzing the results the
researchers reached the most important conclusions, the effective role of the five-
year learning cycle strategy in learning the skill of jumping included on the
jumping device gymnastics for students.

Keywords:. five-a-side learning course, jumping, gymnastics.
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The effect of thethree-way dialogue strategy for learning the skillful
per formance of the high jump in basketball for first-year intermediate
students
A.P. Dr. Yasser Mahmoud Wahib Al-Makdami
Ahmed Ghanem Khudair Askar
basicsport_gph 32@uodiyala.edu.iq  basicspor8te@uodiyala.edu.iq
Department of Physical Education and Sports Sciences/ College of Basic
Education/ University of Diyala
Abstract:
The research aimed to identify the effect of the triple dialogue strategy in

learning the skill performance of the high spike skill in basketball for first-year
intermediate students. The researchers assumed that there is an effect of thetriple
dialogue strategy in learning the skill performance of the high spike skill in
basketball for first-year intermediate students, and there are statistical differences
in favor of the experimental group, and it was used The researchers used the
experimental method in the manner of two equal groups, and the researchers
limited the research sample to middle school students for boys from the first
intermediate grade, numbering (36) students for the experimental and control
groups. The researchers concluded that using the three-way dialogue strategy has
an impact on learning the skill of high hitting in basketball. The researchers
concluded With several recommendations, including the necessity of using a
modern method in physical education lessons and moving away from the
traditional methods followed.
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A Belief in a Better Tomorrow: Exploring T. S. Eliot's Vision and the
Power of Hope
Hawraa Hamid Kadhim
University of Al-Qadisiyah
College of Education
Department of English
hawraa.hamid@qu.edu.iq

Abstract

Hope is another dimension of T. S. Eliot's poems. Behind the despair and
vandalism, modern man hopes for an end that heralds a new beginning. One of
the central themesin Eliot's work isthe idea of redemption through suffering and
the possibility of spiritual renewal. Eliot delves deeper into exploring despair and
hope at the same time, pointing out that hope emanates from the endpoint. This
study analyses Eliot's portrayal of hope in three poems. The Wasteland, The
Journey of Magi, and Gerontion. Eliot diagnosed the malady and prepared the
remedy for theill-fated generation and humanity. Within the depth of the darkness
of his poems, he prescribed life- saving redemption. He worked to make most of
his poems abundant with unsolved dilemma of human life. However, he
introduced the possible solutions for these life-long dilemmas.

Keywords: Despair, Regeneration, Eliot, Hope, and Modern Society
S B gy gal) () (A Ay LS 3 By gy
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Introduction

T.S. Eliot (1888-1965) is among the greatest poets of the 20th century.
Throughout the past sixty years or more, his standing as awriter has been steadily
expanding. According to Dushiant Rampal (2003) Eliot is the first modern poet
who not only expressed modern sensibility, but also established new style and
traditions that subsequent poets have taken up and expanded upon. His poetry is
highly relevant to the interests of the modern man. His poetry embodies the best
understanding of the modern age through innovative diction, imagery, poetic
device, and versification. Before gaining a position in contemporary art, Eliot
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demonstrated his originality in thought and poetry. His perspective, spirituality,
and artistic pursuits were acknowledged as being distinctive (p. 80).

Eliot, asamodern poet, confronts awide range of challenges, including the
emptiness and pessimism brought on by spiritual and traditional voids. He is
commonly referred to as a poet who examines the fragmentation and devastation
of modern society. Eliot's description of the common post-war period was widely
praised by |. A. Richards as a "sense of desolation, of uncertainty, of futility, of
the groundlessness of aspirations, of the vanity of endeavor, and a thirst for life-
giving water which seems suddenly to have failed" (Lewis, 2007, p. 51).

Nonetheless, Dan Meloche (2022) asserts that examining Eliot's poems or
paeans to chaos might be beneficial. Eliot maintained profound hope even in the
middle of the tragedy and disintegration that the Great War brought to life,
unsettled by the impending possibility of environmental collapse, and worn out
after more than two years of a robust pandemic. Though humanity faced
impending death, sadness, and loss following the end of World War I. Yet in the
midst of all, there appeared to be optimism yet. This sense of suffering and
hopel essness needed to be addressed and suppressed in order for things to start
getting better. After that was done, healing and fresh starts were possible.

Analysis

There is a controversial dispute on Eliot's vision. Some claim that Eliot,
like other modern writers, depicts a modern society where moral standards are
lost and sensuality rules supreme over spirituality. According to Edward
Comentale (2013), Eliot's writing represents "the aesthetic pinnacle of
modernism” (p. 82). Archana Parashar (2015) in her research paper,
"Reverberations of Environmental Crisis and its Relevance in Managing
Sustainability: An Eco critical Reading of T.S. Eliot's The Waste Land," saysthat
"Eliot saw society as parayzed and wounded, and he felt that civilization was
disintegrating and dissolving " (p.168). They remark that the setting depicted in
Eliot'spoetry isonethat isrife with decay and death, but it isalso devoid of human
connection and empathy. Eliot describes the wasteland as a desolate and broken
environment where there is barely human interaction. Furthermore, his poetry
only expresses his fina fear about the intellectual decline of modern man
(Sabatino,2021).

However, some believe that even though Eliot addresses the spiritual
emptiness and disintegration of the modern world. There are signs of hope and
the potential for spiritual rejuvenation, despite the overall gloom. Eliot contends
that people can find a way to healing and atonement via self-reflection,
confession, and arestoration to their faith. The goal of this study is to investigate
Eliot's hope philosophy. Three of Eliot's poems, The Waste Land, The Journey of
Magi, and Gerotion depict optimism amid death and despair. In these three poems,
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death and sorrow serve asindicators of rebirth. As suffering and death cometo an
end, hope emerges.

His poem The Waste Land, which is 433 lineslong, isaparody and critique
of modernity. Its fragmented shape is a reflection of modernity's inherent
formlessness. .. As Ezra Pound put it, "I believe Eliot's Waste Land is the
justification of the movement, of our modern experiment, since 1900" (Shastri,
2023, p.287). It is aso discussed by Parashar,(2015) by saying that modern
civilization as a whole represents the "loss of morals, values, and degradation of
the environment in the modern world," and the wasteland could be compared to
Europe" (p.168 ). On the one hand, The Waste Land turns into a “picture of the
total spiritual downfall that has overtaken the modern world...it is expressionl ess,
aggressive, and full of escapist resentment” in addition to being a “reflection of
individual hopelessness and despair” (Ahmed & Alshara, 2015, p. 160).

Despite the poem's overarching topic, according to some, the poem is full
with the reference to repair. In another words, though the poem is "drifting
barrenness in a world incapable of self-sacrificing devotion and no longer held
together by bonds of love and faith” (Fraser, 1977, pp. 90-91). The poemisreplete
with references to rebirth and resurrection. Regeneration is described as "painful,
because it brings back reminders of a more fertile and happier
past”(Parashar,2015, p.168). With the exception of autumn, Eliot speaks to all
four seasons in the same stanza—winter and summer. Here, it appears that the
many seasons represent the state of humanity. The suffering and recovery process
that people go through in the spring leads to summer. Spring and the promise of
life are also believed to be cynically referenced in the poem's opening linesin the
first section. The lines read as follows:

April isthe cruellest month, breeding
Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing
Memory and desire, stirring
Dull roots with spring rain.
Winter kept us warm, covering
(11.1-5)

It becomes noticeable from these lines that the poem is not solely about death and
desperation. It could also be seen as a genuine hope for resurrection and a promise
of life. Eliot seems to be implying that spring and new life emerge from winter
and death. A suffering has to happen before there can be happiness and healing.
While Eliot depicts terrifying realms where conventional optimismisin vain and
April is thought to herald a revival, according to Geoffrey Chaucer in "The
Canterbury Tales: General Prologue,” to which Eliot references the opening lines,
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"Whan that Aprille with his shoures soote / The droghte of March hath perced to
theroote, " (11.1-2). The image has been used so much in the centuries that it has
become cliched. But in Eliot's modern wasteland, amidst the decay of the Waste
Land, the Chaucerian vision of an ample, resurrective April istinged with cruelty;
despite this, there is still hope for spring to emerge after summer and winter.
According to the author, April's most brutal month is simply the start of optimism
(Ahmed & Alshara, 2015, p. 160).

In terms of the moral intent that Eliot explores in this poem, it says the
following to demonstrate to the readers something that goes above people's
narcissistic selves:

And | will show you something different from either
Y our shadow at morning striding behind you
Or your shadow at evening rising to meet you;
I will show you fear in a handful of dust.

(11.27-30)

As aresult, the wasteland serves as an ongoing reassurance of mortality—ashes
to ashes, dust to dust—as well asthe Four Last Things—heaven, hell, judgement,
and death. In the words of Joseph Pearce (2021), it is a memento mori (means a
reminder of death). Pearce further arguesthat Eliot'sreferenceto Dante Alighieri's
The Divine Comedy (1265-1321) illustrates his analogy between hope and
despair. According to Pearce (2021), "without the Purgatorio and the Paradiso,
you cannot...understand the Inferno," as described by Eliot. The last canto of the
Paradiso "completes and explains only the disgust” that Dante portrays in the
Inferno. "The contemplation of the horrid or sordid or disgusting, by an artist, is
the necessary and negative aspect of the impulse towards the pursuit of beauty,"
Dante as incited at (Julius, 1995, p.112). Therefore, The Waste Land's early
hellish and purgatoria elements are best understood in the context of the poem'’s
peace and resurrection in its conclusion.

Hope, therefore, can only be compromised by a sequence of crises;
individuals cannot comprehend life until they comprehend death, and vice versa.
The reader of The Waste Land experiences a dejection that can only be alleviated
by pausing momentarily. Through the inability to comprehend of the millions of
lives lost on European battlefields, Eliot's fragmented self-reflected a fractured
Europe. Not only is the poem a therapeutic practice for the poet, but it also
represents a generation's attempt to mend the fracture. Modernism, a radical
departure from conventional poetic sensibilities, emerged from cultural
modifications following the dubious Great War (Meloche, 2022).

Thus, Eliot is implying in his poem that hardships and desolation are
surmountable. Eliot leaves out the autumn season because it signifies the end of
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summer or Inferno, the end of carefree and joyous days, and the start of astruggle,
difficult times, and probably even death. Even though society isat itslowest point
as aresult of the devastation of World War |, Eliot does think that everyone can
survive the difficult times, but only through experiencing sorrow and pain. Eliot's
imitation of hope callsfor acall for regeneration rather than attempting to address
the modern sense of hopel essness (Shastri, 2023, p. 293).

Eliot concludes his poem with a prayer for renewed hopein the final
section. In "What the Thunder Said," the speaker travels on a transforming path
towards self-awareness and enlightenment, and the thunder's cryptic message
suggests the prospect of spiritual rebirth and rejuvenation. Eliot expresses the
universality of pain and despair—aswell as, perhaps even more so, happiness and
peace—by going beyond bodily limitations. These joys and cam are brought
about by an unchanging, eternal love that even blossomsin the lifeless land, not
by modernism, technological advancement, sensuality, or sensitivities, but only
by bargaining through despair and hope. According to Eliot, who was "tongued
with fire beyond the language of the living," (Malik, 2020) the world is a cruel
place, but it is also one that is worthy of al devotion, and each of itsresidentsis
merely alost, anxious, and hopeless traveler yearning for salvation. Every month
is the cruellest month, "but every wasteland is a soil sown with sprouting hope™
(Malik, 2020).

The agonizing resurrection is brought about by the purifying fire that drives
away lust and base cravings in order for life to begin anew. Datta, Dayadhvam,
and Damyata, which translateto "give," "sympathise," and " control," respectively,
arethethree processesin the cleansing process (Malik, 2023).Giving issubmitting
to moral obligation and authority and reducing one's sense of self; sympathizing
IS joining a community of souls and understanding the suffering of others; and
controlling one's own primal urges. Waste Land is brought to life by this brave
and selfless deed. This cheers people up since Damyata offers a more positive
viewpoint following the devastation of lust and the agony of solitude. Like the
boat in "The Burial of the Dead," where Isolde hears the sailor's song, the boat
reacts " Gaily to the hand expert with sail and oar” (1.419). The promise of a happy
future and the inception of love are what Eliot has returned to. With a gracious
coda, the poem presents a wider globa perspective by uniting Eastern and
Western religious traditions. The overall impression left by Eliot's poem is one of
the entire universe as a wasteland waiting for the Grail to arrive and hedl its
ailments. The poem's conclusion seemsto imply that the Grail remains accessible.

In addition, one of the play's key plot pointsis the gathering of fragments.
Many critics, including. Frank Raymond Leavis (1932), attempt to reconcile the
fragments in order to uncover the poem's coherence. In his article "T.S. Eliot"
(1932), Leavis claims that readers might understand the meaning of the poem by
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noticing the occasional alusions to Dante, Shakespeare, Chaucer, Greek
mythology, the Upanishads, and the Bible. Redlizing that history is not
unrecoverable and can still exist in the present gives rise to hope for regeneration.
Leavis concludes that Eliot refers to a sense of rebirth and regeneration through
gathering a fragmented allusion. For example, he suggests that individuals who
are dying may find peace or, to borrow a Buddhist term, that they will ultimately
reach "Nirvana," or true happiness, by escaping "Samsara,” the wheel of life, and
their desires, thirst, and cravings. Eliot offers glimpses of life beyond death
through his depictions of fragmentation and despair. Thisisthe preciseidea Eliot
introduces the poem with. For Sybil, as it was for everyone else, the desire was
the direct source of her pain. Upon having her dream fulfilled, she made a second
wish: eterna life. However, she forgets to ask for perpetua youth. She has been
doomed to age forever, or cursed. Ultimately, she hoped for death, hoping that it
would bring about a fresh start and youthfulness. She can only achieve nirvana
through death, which will free her from the never-ending cycle of existence. The
poem's adventure is broken up, taking place on several different plains and eras.
According to Michael Edwards (1975) in his book Eliot/Language, poem is both
asearch and apart of the solution; the investigation of theissuesis, in asense, the
gleam of potential. Edward says:

The concern of art is not order but
possibility, and that it contrives Possibility
al the way aong, down to the last
significant detail. Writing rewrites the
world in the interest of hope (Edwards,
1975, p.28).

In conclusion, The Waste Land undoubtedly addresses the sadness of the modern
era, it also demonstrates how tragedy permeatesall of human existence, regardless
of age. Death is the result of meaningless life; sacrifice—even the death of the
sacrificial object—can bring about arebirth of life.

The second poem depletes with a hope and theme of regeneration is The
Journey of Magi, According to Gerald Boersma (2020) the journey of magi is
journey toward hope. It tells story of three wise men set out on a difficult and
bitter journey to experience a new birth. The story of the three magi is recounted
in three stanzas, drawing a connection between the modern world's aridity and its
audacious yearning for renewal. Eliot describesthe voyage, the moment of arrival,
and the way back in three stanzas. One of the Magi's voices describes in a tone
sick of theworld (p. 26).

The trip as described in the opening verse, It is a difficult path with many
obstacles. Natural forces and human beings work together to harm the Magi. The
poem'’s opening five lines, which depict the arduousness of the magi's journey, are
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taken straight from a 1622 Nativity sermon delivered by the Anglican priest
Lancelot Andrewsin front of King James | on Christmas Day, the lines read as:
A cold coming we had of it,

Just the worst time of the year
For ajourney, and such along journey:
The was deep and the weather sharp,
The very dead of winter."
(1.1-5)

One of the Magi, the speaker, takes up Andrews's narrative of the Magi's journey,
saying, "and such a long journey." Both Eliot and the magi experienced
temptations on their way to Christ, who offers a new birth. "The summer palaces
on slopes, the terraces, /And the silken girls delivering sherbet" (11.9.10) lured the
magi with their old materialistic manner of life (Boersma,2020, p. 19). The magi
disregarded every barrier in their quest to find the Christ child, in contrast to the
camel men who preferred carnal delights like 'liquor and women'. Even still, the
magi also were drawn in by their camel men's decision. Nevertheless, they
manage to get past it. They set greater value on their search for hope than
ephemera joys.

They go in unfavorable "sharp" weather in the "dead of winter," battling
stinging cold and transitory camels. Without knowledge, the Magi wander
through the night in moral and intellectual darkness, unable to comprehend the
meaning of their journey: "With the voices singing in their ears, saying / That this
was al folly." (11.19.20). Their expectation of the celestial chorus singing the
Gloriais not met by the "voices singing." The doubt that accompanies them on
their journey is symbolised by these voices, which are just the inward doubt of
the despondent Magus whispering. They continue to be reassured by these noises,
though, that "Thiswas al folly" (1.20). In fact, Eliot believes that the mystery of
the Incarnation is "folly to those who are perishing" (Marak et a, 2016, p. 19). It
is inextricably linked to the Passion. Eliot therefore conveys optimism, rebirth,
and the ideathat anew life can only be attained via adversity in this poem as well
asin"TheWaste Land." Notwithstanding the fact that the prayer itself called their
trek foolish and difficult. With optimism in hand, the magi continue on their path.

Consequently, Magi's pursuit of hope was not a smple one. There is
no place for the Magi to go since their fires are burning. As they go through
inhospitable areas with icy residents, they have nowhere to stay (Riano, 2015).
They occasionally even felt bad about the choice they had made: "There were
times we regretted... A hard time we had of it" (11.8-16). Man will encounter
emotions of fear, doubt, and even regret as he travels towards Christ; these
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emotions will stand in his path of being complete in Him. Man must therefore go
through arite of self-sacrifice, atonement, and purging (Marak et a, 2016, p. 19).

It all changes in the second stanza. Eliot gives the mise-en-scene a new
lease on life and brightness in place of gloom and cold. After leaving the desert,
the Magi arrive at alush, green valley. After along trek, they had finally reached
"dawn" and "temperate."(l. 28). This entire show is loaded with references to the
Bible and evangelicalism. This stanza, which describes the transition from the icy
night into the moderate valley that is "wet, below the snow line," (1.22), suggests
that salvation may be possible because water is a metaphor of redemption in this
context. Their arrival is described by these lines:

Then at dawn we came down to atemperate valley,
Wet, below the snow line, smelling of vegetation;
With arunning stream and awater-mill beating the darkness,
And three trees on the low sky.
(11.21-24)

According to Eliot, the scent of greenery conjures up images of Christ in the
ancient religions of the dead and rising gods of greenery and suggests the
resurrection. The magi recognized in the final line that the beginning of their new
life also meant the end of their previous one. Asthey gave up their old lives and
embraced the new, the magi experienced a spiritual crisis. As Michael Dean
(1980) notesin his article " T.S. Eliot's Journey of the Magi: Confrontation with
Christianity" that "Difficulty arises from the mixing of the old and new
dispensation, as the Magus, transformed by the revelation at the end of his
journey, lives on uncomfortably as a man of the new dispensation among people
of the old" (p.79). “I should be glad of another death” (1.44), is how the poet ends
his poem. From this, it appears that the magi have come to understand that giving
upone's"oldlife" in order to embrace Christ and experience "new life" "New life"
emerges as "old life" dies (p. 22). Asafresh life comes to an end, they are happy
with the demise. Additionally, Eliot exhibits similar position in other places. An
amost impatient man, waiting for the end, ready to discard what is left of his
existence in the wasteland and go straight to the next world. It isagood thing that
another person has died.

Magi, who lives in the world of the profane, are unaware that they are
already seeing the Incarnation as they go to meet Christ. Since they have not
reached the beginning yet, they are already seeing the finish, and from the poem's
first lines, they connect with eternity. They are given clues as to what is to come
in the current moment. They are surrounded by areality that they are ignorant of,
but which is metaphorically enacting out the events of the gospel. James Wohl part
(1992) concludes, saying that Eliot began with confession in stanza one, moved
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on to satisfaction in stanza two, and concluded with confession in stanza three,
"suggesting that the soul, in its journey towards Christ and heavenly perfection,
akin to the journey of the Magi, can never rest in the certainty of perfection but
must be continually engaged in the process of becoming perfect(p. 57). This
alternate order might connote fulfilment of the sacrament and an end to the
process of perfection. He also states that when Magi really repent of their prior
spiritua stagnation, "The Journey becomes, then, not only a physical movement
towards Christ but also the first step in their spiritual progress’(p. 56).

Similarly, thethird poemis" Gerontion Inthispoem, Eliot plainly discusses
death through an elderly man who, regretfully, recounts Eliot's picture of death
and despair. According to Donald Heiney (1958), Gerontion is old man. The
epigraph from Measure to Measure, which introduces the poem, is a quotation
from William Shakespeare, namely from the Duke's address to Claudio; the
epigraph reads as.

Thou hast nor youth nor age
But asit were an after dinner sleep
Dreaming of both.
The epigraph arguesthe claimthat since lifeisbasically anillusion, neither youth
nor age matter. The old man describes his existence as a modern human being
imprisoned in amodern age. The old man bemoans the weight of his blindness at
the beginning of the poem. Saying :

Herel am, an old man in adry month,
Being read to by a boy,waiting for rain.
| was neither at the hot gates
Nor fought in the warm rain
Nor knee deep in the salt marsh, heaving a cutlass,
Bitten by flies, fought.
My house is a decayed house
(1. 1-7).

The speech mentioned above effectively conveys the idea of sterility. The world
of infertility and fertility that Gerontion saw is shown with enormous significance
through the usage of drought-rain symbolism. Surely, to be dry 'inadry month'is
to be emotionally and spiritually sterile and parched. Water or rain, on the other
hand, symbolises the resurrection of the spirit of prosperity (Scofield, 1989,
p.102).
The poem conveyed a clear picture of a spiritual emptiness and modern tradition.
The contrast it portrays is between a bestia lifestyle driven only by the demands
of the present and a human life lived under the constraints of history and spiritua
affinity with the past. The world in which the old man lives is corrupt from the
inside out, heedlesdy atheistic, and fixated on money. One of its main
characteristics is unpredictability, which is represented by the old man's "rented
house."
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The old man also acknowledges that he did not participate in the war
against barbarism at Thermopylae, also known as the "hot gates," or any other
ancient conflict. His claim suggests the end of Heroism . however, Heis "waiting
for rain," which refers to the rejuvenating and life-giving spiritual vitality that
descends from above, while winds, a representation of modern instability and
uncertainty, afflict him nonstop instead (Hainey, 1958, p. 87).

Nonetheless, the history—represented by a femme fatale, sometimes
referred to asalost girl or adark woman—isthe poem's main concern. Thefemme
fatale's identity changes with a seductive fever.
According to Edward Brunner (2009), adark lady with an ambiguous or unknown
identity tells the tale of modern history. The presents she gives Gerontion while
he thinks are contradictory, exuberant, perplexing, and prone to become their
opposites. The word "gift" appears six times throughout her offer-giving. The
labyrinthine passages of history lead to diversion that seduces but never fulfils,
mysteriously culminating in bizarre coalitions and complex connections.

According to David Chinitz (2009), Eliot's allusion to history as a factua
account delivered by an unidentified, black woman is a metaphor for Europe's
disintegrating mentality, for which Eliot had scant sympathy. According to
Harvey Grass (1958) Gerontion's understanding of what is going on around him
"is a total awareness of the decline of European civilization, and an obsession,
debilitating belief in that decline." (p.300).

Despite his awareness, old Gerontion, however, seemed perplexed by his
incapacity to speak. When the Change is brought about by dark woman with
ambiguous identity. Hisidea of spiritual regeneration is reflected in the
Romantics iconic image of "spring," which is associated with Christ
(Harding,2011, p. 201). "In the juvenescence of the year,/ Come, Christ the
tiger,"(11.19.20). Through Eliot's cinematic collage, the reader is shown a few
persons that are "vacant shuttles,” meaning they are people whose race and
pedigree are unclear, as these lines list:

In depraved May, dogwood and chestnut, flowering judas,
To be eaten, to be divided, to be drunk
Among whispers; by Mr. Silvero
With caressing hands, at Limoges
Who walked al night in the next room,
By Hakagawa, bowing among the Titians,
By Madame de Tornquist, in the dark room
Shifting the candles; Fraulein von Kulp
Who turned in the hall, one hand on the door. Vacant shuttles
Weave thewind. | have no ghosts,
An old man in adraughty house
Under awindy knob.
(1. 21-29)
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According to John Cooper (2006), these figures are embedded, like Gerontion, in
a phantasmal awareness, regardless of what they go through in their meaningless
rituals. They are dealing with the emptiness that these individuals, especially
Gerontion, who has not have any spirituality, are prone to. He is spiritually
lifeless, to put it succinctly: "An old man in a draughty house/Under a windy
Knob." (11.30.31).

Therefore, the poem addresses the criss that when man is totaly
submerged in the uniform chaos of the present, and his importance is defined by
the circumstances of the past (p.57). Eliot offers Gerontion's captivating words
in context in history:

History has many cunning passages, contrived corridors
And issues, deceives with whispering ambitions,
Guides us by vanities,
(11-34-36)
The history imparts viavices even if it is recounted by an unidentified character.
The speaker is reminded of the wrongdoings of humanity so he can avoid them.
Eliot's historical viewpoint, according to Harding, J. (2011), ironically flipsthings
upside down: "Unnatural vices which Are fathered by heroism./ Virtues Are
forced upon us by our impudent crimes* (ll. 45-47). These lines recount the
English poet William Blake's reversal notion in his poem "The Tiger," as Eliot
saysintheselines:
The tiger springs in the new year.
Us he devours.
Think at last
We have not reached conclusion, when
| Stiffen in arented house.
Think at last
| have not made this show purposelessly
And it isnot by any concitation
Of the backward devils (LL. 49-54)
These words, when combined with the phrase "dialectica interplay with the
prolific," are strikingly "reminiscent of Blake's category of ‘the Devouring™ from
"The Marriage in Heaven and Hell". Eliot uses Blake's obsession with opposites
to suggest that though he suffers from a spiritua illness and he still longs for a
hopeful spiritua rebirth (Harding,2011, p. 201). He says:
To lose beauty in terror, terror in inquisition.
| have lost my passion: why should
| need to keep it
Since what is kept must be adulterated?
| have lost my sight, smell, hearing, taste and touch:
How should | use it for your closer contact?
(1. 57-61)
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Asthe spokesperson for Eliot's voice, Gerontion's mental instability and depravity
clearly contribute to the globa complaints that swept the globe. He is connected
to filth and decay, recalls the beauty that has been gone, and feels the lack of
desire (Laity & Gish,2004, p. 124). In addition, he excruciating cultura and
emotional crises Gerontion is going through is highlighted by his incapacity to
notice his surroundings. His senses disintegrate greatly, bringing him to the
"wilderness of mirrors," which suggests depravity, halucinations, and self-
deception (Cooper,2006, p.57). Though he is stranded and "living in turbulent
ages, and the Trades/ To Sleepy corner drives an old man," (11.72.73) he manages
to see a glimmer of hope in his alling and tormented spirit. As Grass (1958)
correctly points out, "the end of history is not aways heralded by Gerontion's
spiritua fall. Even his demise in the historical stormis viewed as a silver lining
for hopeless situations. Perhaps the emergence of a new era signifies the end of
an old civilization" (p.302).

Conclusion

The path towards hopethat T.S. Eliot takes, as shown in his poems, is complicated
and diverse. Eliot shows hope as a complex and difficult idea by delving into
subjects like pain, despair, and redemption. To begin the process of everything
growing, this fedling of pain and helplessness had to be acknowledged and
repressed. Eliot's view of hope is not a mere optimism; rather, it is a hard-won
awareness of the potential of transcendence in the midst of human challenges. For
Eliot, genuine hope can only be discovered via a degp engagement with life's
harsher sides. Although this path towards optimismisdifficult, Eliot contends that
it is necessary for spiritual development and rejuvenation. In the end, Eliot's
writing urges readers to face the complexity of the human condition and to find
hope in a sincere and profound engagement with life's obstacles rather than in
escape or denial.
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