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The impact of social norms on the social system
in the Rustamid era
Nadia Muhammad Karim
Al-Qadisiyah University, College of Education, Department of History

Abstract:

This research deals with the impact of social norms on the social system during the

era of the Rustamid state, one of the Islamic states that emerged as a result of the

efforts of the Ibadi Kharijites in the central Maghreb. This state, which extended for

more than a century and a quarter, witnessed radical transformations that affected

various aspects of political, economic, and social life in the region. The research

begins by defining the geographical framework of the Islamic Maghreb, clarifying

its borders and divisions, and discussing its indigenous inhabitants, the Berbers,

and their conversion to Islam. It also provides a comprehensive definition of

customs and traditions within the concept of social norms, and then moves on to

review the history of the Rustamid state, since its inception at the hands of Abd al-

Rahman ibn Rustam, through the establishment of its capital, Tahert, and its most

prominent rulers, up to its political role in shaping the events of the Islamic

Maghreb. The research also addresses the relationship between the political and

social aspects, reviewing the stages of prosperity of Tahert society through its

demographic composition and classes, including the status of women, and the role

of financial resources in supporting this prosperity. It also discusses the challenges

that led to the decline of the state and its impact on the social system. The research

provides a deeper understanding of the social conditions in the Islamic Maghreb
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during the Rustamid period, and highlights the role of social norms in shaping the
social and political system of this state.

Keywords: Social norms - social system - Rustamid state - women - financial

resources
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