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Political Reforms in the Jordanian Governance System and Their Relation
to Constitutional Foundations (1970 — 1999): A Historical Study
Dr. Hussein Talib Mahdi Al-Sanjari
Ministry of Education
Thi Qar Education Directorate

Abstract

The research addressed the most important political reforms of the Jordanian
government system and the extent of their connection to the constitutional
foundations during the period between 1970-1999, a period that witnessed
important political and social transformations in the history of Jordan. The
research focuses on the most prominent reforms introduced to the Jordanian
political system, and the extent of their compatibility with the Jordanian
Constitution of 1952. The research included clarifying each of the following:
The historical and political framework: Analyzing the general context that
pushed towards political reforms during the reign of King Hussein bin Talal. All
major events: Studying the axes of reform such as strengthening democracy,
expanding the base of popular participation, and restoring parliamentary life in
1989 after a hiatus that lasted for decades.
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Studying the relationship with the constitution: Clarifying how the reforms
were affected by constitutional principles such as the separation of powers, the
rule of law, and the role of the king in the political system.
Challenges and results: Analyzing the obstacles that faced the reforms, such
as regional circumstances (the Cold War and the Palestinian-Israeli conflict) and
economic crises, in addition to the results they achieved at the domestic level.
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