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A Linguistic study of Cursein Ziyyart Ashorra: A Text Analysis
Lect. Sameerah Atshan Al-Fayadh
University of Kerbala/ College of Education for the Humanities
abass.moosa.00@gmail.com
Abstract:"Ziyarat - Ashura is a holy tradition (Hadees —el —Qudsi ) whose
orientation can be established in Musbah al —Mutahagjjed by Shaykh al — Tusi
and Kamil al —Ziyarat by Ibn Qulawayh" (AH.) 1383:34¢ Sl ekll)

The concept of curse and damnation was formulated by the Glorious Quran
and asserted by Hadith of the Prophet (p —b —u —h). Linguistically , this study
attempts to investigate the expressions of curse in "Ziyyarat Ashoora "
sermon to find answers to the following questions: To what extent the Great
Allah used expressions of curse to damn the sinners and unbelievers? What
isthe status of this Duua? What are the secrets behind repeating the curse
and damnation exclusively? What is the underlying structure or scheme of
the study ¢In order to accomplish the aims of the study and its hypotheses, the
following steps are adopted : Surveying the related definitions of curse.
Analyzing expressions of curse occurred in the duua linguistically Applying
a model by Swales (1990) to anayse the text. Most religious expressions are
trandated by the researcher and revised by: Prof. Dr. Mehdi Faleh Al-
Ghazalli /Al- Mustansiriya University, College of Arts. It is concluded that
Curse is legitinatized in the Glorious Quran. Ziyyarat Ashoora has a special
status. It is a means for showing loyalty to Ahlu- Ah bayeet and Imam
Mehdi ( the Saviour .
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Key words: curse, ziyyarat, domination, Imam Hussien. Text anaysis.

1.Introduction

"Ziyarat - Ashurais a holy tradition (Hadees —el —Qudsi ) whose orientation
can be found in Musbah a —Mutahgjjed by Shaykh a — Tusi and Kamil a —
Ziyarat by Ibn Qulawayh" .(AH 1383:34¢ Sl kll)

By articulating veneration and seeking the highest levels of peace for Imam
Hussain (p —b —u -h) ,we are all try to band together with his ideas , thoughts
,and towering will , and in cursing his adversaries who declared themselves to
Muslims and believers , but were allowances of hypocrites, we are trying to flee
from all their ideas ,thoughts and activities .So this enumeration of Duua search
for to unite the reciter with the holy spirit of Imam Hussain (p —b —u -h) (web
source 1). The notion of curse and damnation was expressed by the Glorious
Quran and emphasized by Hadith of the Prophet Mohammad(p —b —u —h)

The All- Mighty Allah in surat (Al- Maeda/The Table) verse 60 Says.

"Shall | inform you of worse than for retribution from God ? He whom God has
cursed , and with He has cursed ,and with whom He become angry :and He
turned some of them into apes, and swine ,and idol worshipers .These arein a
worse position , and further away from the right way "

mjfjw\jod‘)ﬂ\a@_mdujé\ﬂnw}m\ﬂﬂw m\mﬁyﬂque&u\&d&
(60) Juidl ¢ 50 o Jial 5 U 3 Sl 1< & sl

Linguistically , this study tries to investigate the terms of curse in "Ziyyarat
Ashoora" discourseto find answersto the following questions

1-To what extent the Great Allah used expressions of curse to damn the sinners
and unbelievers?

2-What isthe status of this Duua?
3-What are the secrets behind repeating the curse and damnation exclusively.

4-What is the underlying structure or scheme of the study?

1.1 Aimsof The Study

This paper attempts to achieve the following aims:

1-Finding out common expressions of cursein” Ziyaart Ashora’
2-Showing reasons behind the special status of " Ziyaart Ashoora'.

3-Finding out the reasons and secrets behind repeating the curse and damnation
exclusively.

208



x-.-.- ﬂ.:ha':'_; '1..3_:'5"- i-_q.'l.u.. Pt | 4._’.1.1 __..u}ul .-..'I.h. -|i.-.-
Eﬂ% pa B Asals — -_|-L|.||£-‘._|||_J.|.|| ( | ‘4';":

‘.J,qw",u B i Ay g fonndl Sl gl [ 5 g gl gl fRn Llﬂ.uu‘nf LPakeEny
- |:|:-'|..-|J.|.-\....|...i\.|..||....|.. i.i.u._..n.l.. ...l-.l..|| FO2S _ Bl ¥T 34

4-Describing the structure or the scheme of the study ?
1.2 The Hypotheses of the Study
It is hypothesized that:

1-Expressions of curse are common in the Glorious Quran, Al- Hadees and Ahlu
Al- Bayet 's duaa.

2-Ziyarat Ashoora has a specia status.

3- In Ziyarat ashoora' curse for those who killed Imam Hussain has to be
repeated 100 times.

4-Ziyarat Ashoora is divided into more than one move; establishing a territory,
establishing a niche, occupying the niche.

1.3 The procedur e of the Study

For achieving the aims of the study and to test its hypotheses, the following
steps will be adopted:

1-Surveying the connected definitions of ‘curse’

2-Analyzing expressions of curse arisen in the duualinguistically .

3-Applying amodel by Swales (1990) to analyse the discourse.

4-Most devout expressions are translated by the researcher and revised by: Prof.
Dr. Mehdi Faleh Al- Ghazalli /Al- Mustansiriya University, College of Arts.

1.4 The Limitsof The Study

This study is limited to investigate the expressions of curse found in Ziyyarat
Ashoora

2. Definitions and Types of Curse
2.1 Definitions

In Webester 's dictionary (2018) , curse means: to bring great sinful upon; to
be the cause of severe harm or unhappiness to; to furnish with that which will be
areason to deep trouble; to afflict or injure grievously; to harass or bane.

A " curse " in the Islamic discourse means to be deprived of the mercy of
Allah .

According to Ilbn Manzur :
slal ¢ JAM\UAJL:_N\JJJH\J.\SJJM\UA.JJH\}.JLL}Y\U;JS\

"Cursing means to be excluded and removed from goodness . It is said it is a
condemnation and appeal for expulsion and exclusion from Allah and from the
creation "( web source 2).
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" It means to be gjected, kicked out and distanced from the mercy of Allah: to
be denied the forgiveness of Allah or his generosity and his care"( web source 3)

2.2 Typesof Curse
There are three common types of curse;

1.Generation Curses : it is a curse passed through the family line from one
generation to the next (ibid).
In Ziyyarrat Ashorra, we can find curse and damnation on the whole individuals
who agreed on killing Imam Hussian. They are cursed five timesand in diverse
verses, e.g. o o )

el Jal o&le 3l 5l i Enld 380 A (el
May Allah condemn and damn the people who laid the basis and set up the
groundwork, to wander astray and turn aside from not only you and your family
but to take liberties and bear hard upon you (web source 6).
2.Word Curse: our words have the ability to bring great encouragement and
mercy to others, but they can also take the formula of acurse.
Curse can be from persons ; asin this ayya of surat Ale Imrans ( 60)
Lh.us.i‘j ?Scl.uuj LﬁcLuuj eScLu\j \.1;1..\.1\ &J.\ \jﬂ.u dss ?LJ‘ %) «J;B A Aa..\ ) 4..\5 d;\; UAA

uud&\éc«h\uaﬂdmsck_m(ue&uﬂj

* But whoever disputes with you in this matter after what has come to you of
knowledge, then say: Come let us call our sons and your sons and our women
and your women and our near people and your near people, then let us be
earnest in prayer, and pray for the curse of Allah ontheliar .

3.0ccult Curses: these curses are purposely released by those who are involved
in occult practices. Those who scour into witchcraft, Satanism , and other dark
occult doings often attempt to put curses on others over rituas, spells,
incantations, and other demonic actions.

The Messenger of Allah (2ls:2)
Cursed the one who bribes and the one who takes bribes.

o i i fe el ol (e (Al Sl i o Al e ey o GRS (Gl (5 AT s
(Abi Dawud: 10)@”ﬂ‘;@»‘}‘h%ﬂ‘dijjdu‘;ﬁ

It is very significant to mention that if the curse is from All — Mighty God, it is
to exclude somebody from his mercy . And if it is from persons, it is a prayer
for exclusion (web source 5).
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3.The Status of Ziyyarat Ashoora
3.1 Themeaning of Ziyyara:

The word "ziyyard' means. seeing a great figure or appearing in order to greet
him, showing admiration that he deserves. It has distinct rituals. It needs to be
in afull humbleness. Imams and Shiiat sages have agreed that the best ziyyarais
the one that has been conveyed by impeccable Imam. It isthe best way to show
faithfulness, faith and respect (11-10 : 1381 « (&I ekall).

3.1 The meaning of " Ashoora"

" Muharram” is one of the Arabic months. It is number one. Islam
acknowledged this month and forbade hostile in it as it was in pre- Islamic
period. Historians said that one would never revenge the murder of his father or
son despite his being able to do that since he thought that fighting in this month
was prohibited. When Islam appeared, it agreed the same thing .

The grandson of Prophet Mohammad, Imam Hussain, and his family and
companions were killed on the tenth of Muharram 61 A.H by an armed forces of
a nation that was so severe and never knew mercy despite the fact that God
forbade fighting in this month. (223-2014:222¢ swall)

3.2 Importance
Al- Qummi in Maffatih Al- Jinan (2013:754) says.

"On the authority of Mohammad Bin Ismael , Imam Al- Bager states that the
one who visits Al- Hussain on the day of Ashoora, weeping there , he will meet
God on the Doomsday as if he pligrimed two thousand time and visited Kaba
two thousand time. Moreover, he will be granted the remuneration of the one
who battled one thousand time with prophet Mohammad ( p - b — u- h) and the
impeccable wise Immams”.

The purpose of this Duaa is to list those who shared in the catastrophe of
murdering Sayed Al Shuhada Hussien and their direct and indirect role. s i3\l
302:)

4.The Extensive Use of Curse
4.1 The Legitimacy of Curse:

" Curse " has been declared in The Glorious Quran. It is repeated ( 37) times. In
" Al-Begra: 159" , for example;

AJJ\?@.H.LHJJJ\ uhﬂ\uﬁuul.\ﬂ ol.\.ul.n 2o e 644-“3 &_IL\.\.\M‘JAL\SJ.\\LAUJAASA u.a.ﬂ\ u\
(159)&rsis S agdas
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Those who conceal the clear signs we have sent down , and the Guidance , after

we have made it clear for the people in the Book , -on them shall be Allah's

curse, and the curse of those entitled to curse.

In Al- Ahzab: 64 , The All- Wise God says. o S
(64)1 o pd 313 G B Cad o &

God has cursed the disbelievers, and has prepared for them a Blaze

Other ,and other verses in the Holy Quran, are very clear evidence on the
legitimacy of curse. They al show that, curse is legally well-ordered by The
Great God. (81-80 :2004 ).
The prophet Muhammad ( p- b—u—h) hasaso confirmed that whoever hurts
Fatema - His daughter — must be cursed till the Day of Judgment ( ¢ s\l
129 :2006).

o) 5 ol llad Aaldl 8 # ) Gl e ) ey Uadll 0 e 0

Umar bin Khattab (RA) (also) narrates that the Prophet (SAW) used to say to
Fati mah(te-ds 4 23, (Oh Fatimah my mother and father be sacrificed for you )
M\M\w&c‘é_www\ﬁ d\ﬁﬁﬁiﬂ\\ d}‘"’JU‘ 4..\94.\!\(5;@‘) MJMUJJ}A.MM

Miswar bin Makhramah (RA) narrates that the Messenger of Allah (SAW) said,
“Fatimabh is a part of me. Therefore, whosoever angers her angers me.

it e | (e ¢ Jia Ay dakald Lai) 288 ) J ) JB 08 e 0 ag oo
Muhammad bin Ali narrates that the Messenger of Allah (SAW) said, “Indeed
Fatimah is a part of me. Hence, whosoever angers her angers me.( Al- Qudri )

Cursing the family of Ummyyiah is a means of showing loyalty to Imam
Al- Mahdi ( the Saviour). ( 137 2l
Al —Tahranni (1426 :384) states that even who hurts Ali must be damned and
cursed:

Lol b o) L sy Camy Lle (631 (40
Who hurts Ali , he would be resurrected as a Jew or a Christian
4.2 ToWhom CurseisDirected?

4.2.1 In Zyarrat Ashorra, expressions of curse are repeated. The first to be
cursed are the people who laid the foundations and set the groundwork (see 2.2).
4.2.2 The family of Ziyaad and the family of Marwaan are condemned.

ML;)AL).’\AM\uﬂjé\_ia\ﬁ‘uA\s.u&.\\uﬂju\)).od\).ﬂ_ud\#\\uﬂ)
May Allah condemn and damn the family of Ziyaad and the family of Marwaan;
may Allah condemn and damn the group and the tribe of Umiyyah, one and all,
altogether;may Allah condemn and damn ibna Marjaanah

4.2.3 Umar bin Saad and Shimr

() 1A &1 Gl 5 s 5 5l ) Gl
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May Allah condemn and damn Umar bin Saad; may Allah condemn and damn
Shimr;

4.2.4 The herd of hardened unlawful ; Y azeed and his father Muwawiyah .

(@1 5adde 0 i) Ss lad 5 (@iad) e gl 43

the herd of hardened criminals, the eternally damned and accursed (blessings of
Allah be on him and on his children),

O 5l 2l s aglle 30t G5 203 5 st 5 Gkl Ul Gl 4

O my Allah condemn and damn Abu Sufyaan, Muawiyah bin Abu Sufyan,
Y azid bin Muwawiyah and let it be an everlasting curse upon therr from Thee.
4.2.5 The first dictator who has looting the Prophet Mohammads ' rights, and
his doughter's rights . (229 :s w3\l
Jqécd@b}\}wd\jwd;eﬂaemadj\u;d\(,@ﬂ\

O my Allah condemn and damn the first tyrant who unjustly and wrongfully
usurped that which rightly belonged to Muhammad and the children of
Muhammad, and bring curse upon those who, after him, followed in his
footsteps.

O my Allah, let the curse | call down on the head of the first tyrant stick like a
leech; and stay put for ever on the first, then the second, the third and the fourth.
426 Yazeed ( the roya king of the Islamic Kingdom at that time) ,
Ubayedullah bin Ziyad ( Wali Al-Kuffa, he was the magistrate of Kuffa at that
time . Umar bin Saad (the leader of the army of Ubayedullah). He was the first
one who flung an arrow on Imam Hussain, Shimr ( the killer of Imam Hussain )
all must be cursed to the Doomsday.

s i 5305 b 2 Gl 5 Lals 3 Gl 2D

O my Allah damn and call down evil on the fifth, Yazid son of Muaawyah, and
bring a curse upon Ubaydullah bin Ziyaad, ibna Marjanah .«
daal o N Gsha 015905 O1 5 il (o 1 51 5a8 5 080 &3 a8 3

Umar bin Saad, and Shimr, and on the descendants of Abu Sufyaan, on the
descendants of Ziyaad, on the descendants of Marwaan, till the Day of
Judgement.
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5. The Analysis
5.1 Model of Analysis

Swales(1990) proposed a three move model with their obligatory and /or
optional steps. It is called then the CARS ' Create A Research Space' model. It
IS an expository, (intends to explain or describe something). This model is
illustrated bellow:

Movel Establishing aterritory

Stepl Claiming centrality and /or

Step2 Making topic generalization (s) and /or

Step 3  Reviewing items of previous research

Move2 Establishinganiche

Step 1A Counter —claiming or

Step 1B Indicating agap or

Step 1C Question — raising or

Step 1D Continuing atradition

Move 3 Occupying the niche

Step 1A Outlining purposes or

Step 1B Announcing present research

Step2  Announcing principal findings

Step 3 Indicating article structure

This new branch of discoursei.e., G A has withessed rapid expansion (Swales,
1990).

5.2 Data Analysis

Move (1) The discourse under study is preceded by the following part ,

Peace be upon you, O Aba-"Abdullah.

Peace be upon you, O son of Allah’s Messenger.

Peace be upon you, O choicest of Allah and son of His choicest.
Peace be upon you, O son of the Commander of the Faithful

and son of the chief of the Prophets’ successors.

Peace be upon you, O son of Fatimah

the doyenne of the women of the worlds.

Peace be upon you, O vengeance of Allah, son of His vengeance, and the
unavenged so far.

Peace be upon you and upon the souls that resided in your courtyard
Peace of Allah be upon all of you from me forever .

These verses are a co —text cause it refers to what Yule (1996:128) states " the
linguistic environment in which aword or discourse isused " .
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The part mentioned above functions as a textual environment located before the
discourse under study. It is mentioned to facilitate the comprehension of the
discourse so it can be considered as a move. This move is obligatory because the
text message will not be understood without it . It has another function . It
identifies the text genre therefore, it is obligatory. There is a need for an
introduction preceding religious discourses to identify the occasion, the time,
people ...etc

Move2 " Now then "
This move functions as a declaration of the starting or opening. It might be
labeled " Opening Move". It isamust asit shows the addressee that
the discourse starts .It is found in the modified model as the discourse is
basically spoken .
O Aba-"Abdillah:
unbearable is the sorrow
and excruciating and unbearable is the misfortune of you
for us and for al the people of Islam.
Excruciating and unbearable has been your misfortune
in the heavens for all the inhabitants of the heavens.

These verses prepare the addressees or the readers that there is a disaster.
A sorrowful scene. A bad sin has been done.
Move 3 Starting thecurse

So, may Allah curse the people who laid the basis of persecution and
wronging against you, O Members of the Household.
May Allah curse the people who drove you away from your position
and removed you away from your ranks that Allah has put you in.
May Allah curse the people who slew you

May Allah curse those who paved the way for them to do so
and who made possible for them to fight against you.

| repudiate them in the presence of Allah and You

and | repudiate their devotees, followers, and loyalists.

| dentifying the discourse limits of the intended territory of the discourse plays an
important role for the speaker and the hearer in order to recognize what is
relevant to be covered and irrelevant to be avoided.

After the Opening move, there is a need for the addressor to establish the
limits of the discourse areato the addressees. Move 3 above performs the task of
establishing the limits by introducing the 'curse 'as the field of territory within
which the discourse events take place. Establishing A Territory is a very
suitable label for thismove. It isone of Swales (1990).
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Move4

After establishing the discourse territory a new need emerges . That need is
how to specify a given part of the discourse territory for the sake of discourse
development .We can see in Ziyyarat Ashoora that curse in Move 3 is
concerned with a group of people while in Move 4 only individuals have been
selected and specified ;

May Allah also curse the family of Ziyjd and the family of Marwin.
May Allah also curse the descendants of Umayyah atogether.

May Allah also curse the son of Marjjnah.

May Allah also curse "Umar the son of Sa'd.

May Allah also curse Shimr.

Since the Move is concerned with specifying a limited area of the whole
established territory ,it could be labeled as ( Establishing A Niche)
Move5

This Move makes the core of the description process in the discourse under
study. Different characteristics are recognized in details in this move. For this
reason it is called ( Detailed Characterization ). There are two kinds of aspects
described in details here. Two steps will beillustrated in these examples below
First, the actions of the people described in this move, so it could be labeled as'
Describing Actions'.
Actions can be categorized in two categories. positive and negative. Positive
actions are those actions which are done by the people under description while
negative actions are those which are avoided by the addressees.

O Aba-"Abdullah:

| am at peace with those who are at peace with you

and | am a war against those who have fought against you up to the
Resurrection Day.

Those loyal people who reject what has happened to Imam Hussian, his family
and followers are declaring their support and loyalty to their Imam.Their
actions are represented by their avoidance to any harm ,offense and abuse to
Him(p-b-u-h).

O Allah, (please) make meillustriousin Your sight

in the name of al-°usayn, peace be upon him, in thisworld and in the Hereafter.
O Aba-"Abdullah¢

| do seek nearnessto Allah, to His Messenger«

to the Commander of the Faithful, to Fatimah:

to al-Hasan, and to you by means of loyalty to you

and by means of repudiation of those who fought against you

and incurred your hostility«
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and repudiation of those who laid the basis of persecution and wronging against
you all.

These verses express (prayer). Faithful people do seek nearest to Allah and His
Messenger .They also express (r epudation) of those who fought against Imam.

While positive actions are those actions which are done by people under
description. People who fought upon Imam Hussain, people who helped in
doing this deed, people who had part in his murder are al having positive
actions. They are mentioned in the discourse more than one time.

O Allah, pour curses upon Aba-Sufyan, Muwiyah, and Yazid son of
Mu awiyah.

May Y our curse be upon them incessantly and everlastingly.

This is the day on which the family of Ziyad and the family of Marwan gloated
because they had killed a-Husayn, Allah’s blessings be upon him

So, O Allah, pour frequent curses upon them

and double for them the painful chastisement.

Those people are damned and cursed till the Day of Judgment as they were the
major reason for the calamity and tribulation of alu —Al bayeet (peace be upon
them).

O Allah, pour special curses on the foremost persecutor

and begin with him firstc

and then pour curses on the second, the third, and the fourth

and curse "Ubaydulljh ibn Ziyjd, the son of Marjanah:

*“Umar ibn Sa'd, Shimr«

the family of Aba-Sufyan, the family of Ziyad, and the family of Marwan
up to the Resurrection Day.

Curse is doubled and repeated on the sinful people who directly or indirectly had
part in murdering our |mam.

O my Allah, therefore , double up the curse Thou brings upon them and also the
punishment Thou decrees for them.

Move 6

This move isreaized by researcher. Before ending thisduaa all Imam's sects
renew their pledge to Imam Hussain to be faithful spiritually and physically.
They promise of paying avisit to the holy shrine of Imam whenever possible.

Peace be upon you, O Aba-"Abdulla
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and upon the souls that gathered in your courtyard.

Peace of Allah be upon you from me forever

aslong as | am existent and as long as there are day and night.

May Allah not cause this (visit) to be the last of my visit to you (all).
Peace be upon a-Husayn:«

upon "Ali ibn a-Husayn:

upon the sons of a-Husayn«

and upon the companions

of al-Husayn.

Move 7

The last move of this discourse is a co —text delivered after ' closing ' move.
It is called ' Post Closing ', for this reason . Ziyyarat Ashoora is ended by
praising and thanking All- Mighty God for glorifying Imam Hussein, His family
and followers.
O Allah, all praise beto Y ous
the praise of those who thank Y ou for their misfortunes.
All praise beto Allah for my great misfortune.

Then the final supplication is for having Imam Hussain 's intercession at the
Day of Judgment and being along with him and his comrades .

O Allah, (please) grant me the intercession of al-°usayn on the Day of Coming
to You)

and make for me with Y ou afirm step of honesty
with al-°usayn and the companions of al-°usayn
who sacrificed their souls in defense of al-°usayn, peace be upon him.
6. Conclusions
6.1
1-Curseislegitinatized in the Glorious Quran.
2-Ziyyarat Ashoora has a special status. It is a means for showing loyalty to
Ahlu- Ah bayeet and Imam Mehdi (the Saviour) .
6.2
It is thought that the modified model is exhaustive and applicable for
analyzing this religious discourse, for the following findings :
1-Religious discourses, as they are historical, need to be preceded by pre-
opening move.
2-Spoken discourse differs from written texts in their need to the opening move
3-The ' Detailed Characterization is represented in describing actions in two
ways. Positive and negative.
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